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April Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  
Wednesday 1

st
  Wednesday of Holy Week 

 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
 10:00 am Children's Easter Workshop till 12:30 pm 
 7:30 pm Final session The Commandments 
Thursday 2

nd
  Maundy Thursday 

 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
 11:00 am Chrism Service in Chelmsford Cathedral  
 (All are welcome to attend) 
 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist, stripping of altars  
  and watch till 11:30 pm 
Friday 3

rd
  Good Friday 

 9:30 am Morning Prayer & Stations of the Cross 
 11:00 am United Service in Chelmsford High Street 
 2:00 pm The foot of the Cross 
  Meditations, Hymns and Silence 
Sunday 5

th
  Easter Day 

 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 8:45 am Easter Breakfast 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist  
  Blessing of Easter Candle and Garden  
  followed by Easter Egg hunt 
Tuesday 7

th
  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea and Chat 

Thursday 9
th
  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer - Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 12
th
  Easter 1 

 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 14

th
  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea and Chat 

Thursday 16
th
  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Boreham 

Sunday 19
th
  Easter 2 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 21

st
  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea and Chat 

Thursday 23
rd
  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer - Little Baddow 

Sunday 26
th
  Easter 3 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 28

th
  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea and Chat 

Wednesday 29
th
  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 30
th

  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors  Until the election on 7

th
 May 2015 

 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors  Until the election on 7

th
 May 2015 

 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910  
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
One Easter Sunday, a man was 

leaving church after the service, 

and the vicar was standing at the 

door, as he always was, to shake 

hands. He grabbed the man by 

the hand and pulled him aside. 

The vicar said to him, “You need 

to join the Army of the Lord!” The 

man replied, “But I’m already in 

the Army of the Lord, vicar.” The 

vicar looked a bit confused, and 

so questioned, “How come then I 

don’t see you in church except at 

Christmas and Easter?” The 

man replied with a dramatic 

whisper and a wink, “Because 

I’m in the secret service”. 

Although quite clearly a joke, as 

with many good jokes, it touches 

on an element of the truth – that 

there are indeed some who are 

critical of those who attend 

church only at Christmas or 

Easter. In some circles such 

twice-yearly people are known 

by the acronym ‘CEOs’ – 

Christmas and Easter Onlys. Or 

even as the ‘Hollies and the 

Lillies’! Personally, I think that 

being critical is not the way to 

look at it – and rather than ask 
the – “why do they only come 

twice a year?” question, I think 

the more positive one is – “What 

brings people to church on those 

two occasions a year?” 

I guess that the answer to that 

question would be complex and 

that people come for a myriad of 

different reasons. I imagine, 

though, that some would find it 

hard to express exactly why they 

come, that it just feels right and 

that there’s a pull, a tug to come 

along and participate in worship 

on those great festivals. 

Christmas and Easter are both 

occasions which speak of 

newness – of birth, resurrection, 

possibility and hope, addressing 

something of the essentials of 

our humanity as they do. Few 

would deny that we are spiritual 

beings, as well as physical and 

emotional ones, and whilst it’s 

seemingly easy to bury our 

spirituality within the busyness 

and trappings of the average life, 

there are times when the 

spiritual naturally comes to the 

fore, such as when life begins or 

ends. The great festivals of 

Christmas and Easter are times 

when many come along to 

church and perhaps, give 

themselves ‘permission’ to focus 

on the faith possibilities of the 

spiritual, the mystery of the God-
man, Jesus Christ, born as a 

child, who died on the cross and 

rose again – as Christians 

believe. Maybe such occasions 

are when many feel the ‘God-
shaped’ hole in the human heart, 

to borrow a cliché. 
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This magazine has details of all 

of our services at St. Andrew’s 

over the Easter period. If you 

feel the pull to come, for 

whatever reason, we would be 

delighted to see you and share 

in the joy and hope of the 

season with you. I know all 

visitors at St Andrew’s will 

experience a wholehearted 

welcome and not the criticism of 

the story I began with! 
Easter Blessing to you all. Terry 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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Ladies’ Breakfast 

 

Saturday 18th April 
8:30 am 

Speaker  
Revd. Stephanie Gillingham 
Butts Green Garden Centre 

To book your place ring  
Janet  

on 01245 472997  
before Tuesday 14

th
 April  

Men’s Breakfast  

Saturday 23
rd

 May 8.30am – 

10 am Speaker Alun Hurd  
“Life in Australia” illustrated talk 

Book your place by contacting 
Dennis on 01245 472997 or 

email dennis.terry@talktalk.net 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
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2015 General Election 
What can one say about the 

General Election? It is not 

practicable to organise a church 

based hustings but there have 

been serious plans to do so to 

the extent that a venue and 

chairman had been organised on 

a particular date. 

However Sandon sits right on 

the boundary of the Maldon and 

Chelmsford constituencies 

actually being a part of the 

Maldon constituency. The 

majority of the former Maldon 

and East Chelmsford 

constituency forms the basis of 

the new Maldon seat. 

Additionally, the areas around 

South Woodham Ferrers come in 

from the former Rayleigh 

constituency and Stock and 

Margaretting are added from the 

former West Chelmsford 

constituency. Other wards from 

the previous Maldon and East 

Chelmsford form parts of the 

new Witham and Chelmsford 

constituencies. 

The Churches in both 

Chelmsford and Maldon are 

organising a hustings event for 

their respective candidates. The 

Chelmsford event is at 

Christchurch on Thursday 23
rd

 

April at 7:30 pm. It will be 

chaired by Rev. Richard Jordan, 

Faith In Action Advisor of the 

Diocese of Chelmsford. You can 

submit questions to Rev. Paul 

Greenland at 

paulhgreenland@care4free.net 

or on 01245 496722. The 

Maldon event is on Sunday 26
th
 

April at 6:30 pm at Maldon URC, 

which is a large building tucked 

away at the top of Market Hill. 

But when you have questioned 

and heard answers how will you 

vote? It is not the place of this 

article to answer whom you will 

vote for but it is reasonable to 

suggest some points you may 

consider in deciding. The 

outcome may seem a fairly 

foregone conclusion but the 

process each of us goes through 

to arrive there may be important 

for us individually too. I haven’t 

heard a serious person 

suggesting that we shouldn’t 

vote. In voting we are expressing 

some gratitude to all those 

whose struggle has been that it 

is possible to vote. So whatever, 

please vote. 

“Unless we exercise the 

democratic rights that our 

ancestors struggled for, we will 

share responsibility for the 

failures of the political classes. It 

is the duty of every Christian 

adult to vote, even though it may 

have to be a vote for something 
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less than a vision that inspires 

us.”* 

But how might you decide for 

whom to vote? You might vote 

because that is the way your 

parents or family did or do. You 

might have friends who influence 

you. But a secret ballot is not 

secret from God. He cares and 

not just about the outcome but 

about the process – both the 

public process, things like how 

much the candidates spend and 

how postal votes are verified, 

and the private process, the way 

we come to a decision. 

“The privileges of living in a 

democracy mean that we should 

use our votes thoughtfully, 

prayerfully and with the good of 

others in mind, not just our own 

interests.”* 

“Breaking free of self-interest 

and welcoming our opponents as 

well as our supporters into a 

messy, noisy, yet rich and 

creative community of 

communities is, perhaps, the 

only way we will enrich our 

almost-moribund political 

culture.”* 

“It is not possible to separate the 

way a person perceives his or 

her place in the created order 

from their beliefs, religious or 

otherwise, about how the world’s 

affairs ought to be arranged. The 

claim that religion and political 

life must be kept separate is, in 

any case, frequently 

disingenuous – most politicians 

and pundits are happy enough 

for the churches to speak on 

political issues so long as the 

church agrees with their 

particular line.”* 

“With few exceptions, politicians 

are not driven merely by 

cynicism or self-interest” but 

nevertheless, “the different 

parties have failed to offer 

attractive visions of the kind of 

society and culture they wish to 

seeN. There is no idealism in 

this prospectus.”* 

The letter also recognises the 

inherent danger in the current 

situation where people are 

disengaging from politics, 

arguing that restoring faith in 

both politicians and the political 

process requires a new politics 

that engages at both a deeper 

more local level within a wider, 

broader vision for the country as 

a whole. From Bishop of 

Leicester’s summary. 

* House of Bishops’ Pastoral 

Letter on the 2015 General 

Election 
 Richard Cecil 
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Howe Green United Reformed Church 
When it was suggested that I should put an article in the Parish 

magazine I thought - but we have no news! Then I thought again and 

the news is that we are still here. Still worshipping in the Chapel built 

over 140 years ago. Since Revd Jon Sermon moved on last year we are 

in what I think is called an 'interregnum'. In practical terms this means 

that we have more services led by lay preachers, and more joint 

services with the other churches in the pastorate at Danbury and Great 

Baddow. 
We are few in number, but we can still worship and praise the Lord, we 

can pray for specific situations in the world or for the needs of friends 

and family and each other in our fellowship. 
Whilst we wait for the next stages of the decision about a new minister, 

Gil Heathcote was appointed as our 'interim moderator' and in our 

recent newsletter he included the following story in his leader. Need I 

say more!  
A little boy went with his father to the pet shop. It was his birthday and 

he had been promised a puppy. He looked very carefully at them all. 

Dad said, "Have you decided on one yet?" The little boy pointed to one 

whose tail was wagging like mad, and said, "I would like the one with the 

happy ending!" Pam Knott 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

Sunday 19
th
 April following the 10:00 am service 

What is this ? 
This is the Annual Parochial Church Meeting which is an open meeting 

for all the members of the church who are on the Church Electoral Roll. 
Should I go ? 
Yes!! At this meeting you can vote as to who you would like to be the 

Churchwardens and who can be on the PCC (Parochial Church 

Council). The PCC deals with all the developments and business that 

the church has to do, so it is important that you know who is a member. 
It is also an opportunity to hear about the Deanery, the church Finances, 

our church building and what we do for mission in our community and 

farther afield. The Priest in Charge and church groups prepare reports 

and these help us to know more about what goes on in our church. 
Do please come and support your Church in Sandon 
This will be followed by a Bring and Share Lunch  Terry 
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Sunday 10th May 10am 

at Cherries Farm Hulls Lane by 

kind permission of Richard 

Speakman. 

This will be a church Parade and 

there will be refreshments after 

the service. Please bring a fold 

up chair. This is an outreach 

service so please try to bring 

friends and relations to the 

service. 

Some may like to colour in the tractor! 

Rogation Sunday Service 
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For all Christians – whether they 

worship regularly or not - a 

prayer in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit is very familiar and is often 

accompanied with the sign of the 

cross - and, yet, what does it 

mean? And who is the Holy 

Spirit? 
The surprising answer to these 

questions is 

that nobody 

really knows. 

For nearly 

2000 years the 

intrinsic nature of 

Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit has been 

in dispute. At the very 

core of most Christian 

faiths, there is only one 

God in three persons. 

While distinct from one 

another in their relations of 

origin and their relations with 

one another, they are stated to 

be one in all else; co-equal, co-
eternal and consubstantial; 

which the “Shield of the Trinity” 

shows in pictorial form. 
Although the notion of a divine 

triad or Trinity is characteristic of 

the Christian religion, it is by no 

means peculiar to it. The belief in 

a triune (three in one) deity is 

very ancient and nearly every 

nation of antiquity possessed a 

similar doctrine. In Indian religion 

we see the Trinitarian group of 

Brahama, Siva and Vishnu. In 

Egyptian religion we see the 

Trinitarian group of Osiris, Isis 

and Horus - constituting a divine 

family like the Father, Mother 

and Son in mediaeval Christian 

pictures. 
The Trinity, therefore, is well 

embedded in 

the Christian 

faith. It is 

clearly not a 

conundrum or 

some kind of 

“vain repetition” but 

a mystery in its own 

right. Perhaps the 

deepest and most 

profound of all mysteries 

is the mystery of the Trinity. 

Theologians and Religious 

Leaders have discussed and 

debated this issue for centuries 

– and never explained it 

completely. Many have explained 

what it is but none have 

explained its purpose or what it 

does. 
So, what about the ordinary man 

in all this? With all the 

academics, intellectuals and 

experts failing throughout the 

ages to make sense of it, can the 

ordinary man have a go? Is he 

entitled to put forward some 

The Holy Trinity and the ordinary man 
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ideas and theories of his own – 

including a tinge of jest maybe? 

The answer, of course, must be 

yes – but, with respect! 
For the majority of Christians, 

the Holy Spirit is the third 

“person” in the Holy Trinity. As 

such he is personal and also 

fully God, co-equal and co-
eternal with God the Father and 

Son of God. However, beyond 

this, he is never defined or 

named. After all, what name is 

there that can rank with the 

Father and Son of God? In a 

divine triad, therefore, the third 

person can only be defined as 

something like the ‘Holy 

Spirit’ (or Holy Ghost). However, 

on the matter of what the Trinity 

does and its purpose, the 

ordinary man can only speculate. 
In Christianity, God is the creator 

and ruler of the Universe and 

source of all moral authority; the 

Supreme Being. However, with 

an ever changing Universe, 

there must be some continuing 

“forethought and action” in ruling 

the Cosmos. In any agenda, 

could the Holy Trinity be a fail-
safe concept? Could it check the 

“forethought” part of the agenda 

with cross-referencing and 

checking between the 

“persons”? On the “action” part 

of the agenda, the ordinary man 

must dig deeper. 

In a divine triad or Trinity, the 

triad has three “persons” where 

all three would have to fail before 

the triad fails. Since each 

“person” scarcely ever fails, and 

the “persons” would fail 

independently if they were to fail 

at all, the probability of all three 

failing can be calculated to be 

infinitesimally small.  
Now, coming down to earth, this 

principle may be recognized as 

the Triple Modular Redundancy 

(TMR) technique. This is where 

‘redundancy’ is the duplication of 

critical functions of a system with 

the aim of increasing reliability of 

that system; usually in the form 

of a fail-safe plan. Of course, 

nobody would suggest that God 

came by the TMR idea from 

engineers. The reverse would be 

true – but, could this explain the 

purpose of the Holy Trinity in 

achieving an absolute result or, 

at the very least, a result with an 

infinitesimally small error? – in 

short, infallibility? 
Faith is a very personal and 

private thing. Some ordinary 

men just want to live with their 

mysteries and may disapprove of 

other ordinary men questioning 

and postulating on religious 

mysteries. Where this is the 

case, a prayer for forgiveness is 

offered; in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Ron Bullus 
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Thursday 2
nd
  Maundy Thursday 

 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
 11:00 am Chrism Service in Chelmsford Cathedral  
   (All are welcome to attend) 
 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist, stripping of altars  
   and watch till 11:30 pm 
Friday 3

rd
  Good Friday 

 9:30 am Morning Prayer & Stations of the Cross 
 11:00 am United Service in Chelmsford High Street 
 2:00 pm The foot of the Cross 
  Meditations, Hymns and Silence 
Sunday 5

th
  Easter Day 

 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 
 8:45 am Easter Breakfast 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist  
  Blessing of Easter Candle and Garden  
  followed by Easter Egg hunt 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 

www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10
th
 of 

the month preceding publication. 

War Memorial 
Frederick John Bundock, 48424, 

WW1 Gunner of 94
th
 Battery 

Royal Horse Artillery & Royal 

Field Artillery, aged 27, killed in 

action on Tuesday 27
th
 April 

1915. His memorial is at Ypres 

(Menin Gate) Memorial He was 

born in West Chelmsford. 

Enlisted at Colchester. Theatre 

of War described as France and 

Flanders. Son of Mr. J. Bundock, 

of Howe Green, Sandon, 

Chelmsford, Essex. Previously 

he served in India. 

St John the Baptist, 
Danbury 
JUMBLE SALE 
in aid of Church funds 
Saturday 18

th
 April 2015  

at 1.30 p.m.  
Danbury Village Hall 
Refreshments available 
Please bring your jumble on the 

morning from 9 a.m.  
For more information, to arrange 

for jumble to be collected or  to 

offer to help in the morning or 

afternoon please call 224751 

Sandon Village Hall 
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 14
th
 April at 8:15pm  

in the Village Hall 
All are welcome to attend. 
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First World War Diary 

This is a transcript of the diary of 

a London bus conductor, Henry 
George William Van Kempen, 

as he serves in the Army 100 

years ago. Please refer to the 

January magazine for a fuller 

introduction. 

The entries for April are:  

Thursday 1
st
 April 

Fine day. No casualties. Plenty 

of shells and bullets overhead. 

Made tea from water got from 

hole made by Jack Johnson. 

Relieved at night about 10 o/c. 

Back to billet to rest 12 o/c. 

Friday 2
nd

 April 
Fine day. L from L. Pcl from 

home. Shifting from billet to 

Dickebusch??? to billets in 

Ypres. Quite a change to get in a 

billet for a rest and a loaf of 

bread and eggs fried after having 

bully beef and biscuits in 

trenches. Got to billet outside 

Ypres about 10 o/c. Billet stable. 

Raining. L from afternoon. Not a 

nice one. 

Saturday 3
rd

 April 
2 L to L Rosendale 

(Rossendale?). Our billet stable 

of large house all in ruins. Place 

all ruins by shells. Go into fire 

trench tonight. 48 hours with 

gun. Tried to shell our house this 

afternoon about 4 o/c usual time. 

Left billet late at night for trench. 

Pouring a rain. Fell in the mud 4 

times so I was very comfortable 

all night. 

Sunday 4
th
 April 

No rain Sunday. 

Monday 5
th
 April 

Still in trench. Heavy shell fire. 

Casualties. Fell in Jack Johnson 

hole. Raining all afternoon and 

night. Left trench about 12 o/c for 

billet at Ramertinghe?? about 8 

miles away. Reached there at 

5 o/clock Tuesday morning. 

Knocked up. Wet and muddy. 

Laid in hut until 10 o/clock 

Tuesday morning. 

Tuesday 6
th
 April 

Received L from H. L from L. L 

was the first received. Resting in 

Ramertinghe?? Marched through 

Ypres to get here. The soldiers 

rest after spending a rough time 

in the trenches. He haves to do 

parades two and three times a 

day. Wash and shave in muddy 

water. Raining and cold all night. 

Wrote to LH and to L. 

Wednesday 7
th
 April 

Still at rest. Parade at 6.15. 

Raining. Gyms?? before 

breakfast. Washed in muddy 

water again. 1 small 1lb tin of 
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jam between 10 men with a slice 

of bread. 2
nd

 parade 9 o/c. Third 

parade bath and it wanted clean 

change. Damp. 30 packed in a 

hut large enough for 20 the 

most. Huts made of canvas. 

Posted letter to H. 2 to L ????

Taylor Saunders. 

Thursday 8
th
 April 

Still at Ramatinghe. Parade at 

9 o/c. GoC inspection. ??

Dornier. Cold wind (raining). 

Everyone had to clean 

themselves up. All mud off. 

Wash and shave. Wash and 

shave in muddy water then you 

are expected to be clean. Paid 

here Valertinghe?? 10 francs 8/4 

(eight shillings and four pence – 

42 pence). Sold watch for 5 

francs 4/2 (four shillings and 

tuppence - 21 pence). Very cold 

wind. Showery. 

Friday 9
th
 April 

Still at Vlamertinghe?? Parade at 

7 o/c. Breakfast biscuits and jam. 

3 tins of jam 8 lb loaves between 

20 men. Parade at 9 o/c and 12 

o/c. Dinner bully stew. Parade 

2.30. 

Saturday 10
th
 April 

Still at Vlamertinghe. Fine day. 

Cold wind. Breakfast 3 tins jam 

between 20 men. 1/2lb bread 

each. Parade at 9 o/c. Relieved 

French regt (155). Dinner stew. 

Tea 2.30. Left Vlamertinghe?? at 

3.30 for trenches in 

Zonnenbeck?? about 8 miles 

away. Got to the trenches at 

12 o/c. Tired after a long march. 

Both hips sore through bayonet 

and water bottle rubbing on 

sides. 

Sunday 11
th
 April 

In trench all day Sunday. 

Casualties, dead. 

Monday 12
th
 April 

Still in trench in Zonnenbeck?? 

Cold frosty night. Feet ached 

and pained. Casualties. Our 

sandbags round guns blown to 

pieces. Had to rebuild for the 

relief party. Relieved by 8
th
 Batt, 

Middlesex at 12 o/c. Marched to 

a village about 1 mile from Ypres 

at 3.30. Rested in a barn. Tired 

out after doing 48 hours in fire 

trench.. Slept till 10 o/c Tuesday 

morning. Casualties. Billet St 

Jean. 

Tuesday 13
th
 April 

Received PC from H & L. L from 

L. No chance of writing back 

home. Parade. Cleaned gun. 

Washed and shaved in muddy 

water. Shaving water from pig 

stye trough. Paraded at 6 o/c for 

dug outs behind fire trench. Got 

there at 10.30. In dugout all 

night. 3 days rations carried with 
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us. 2 tins of bully, biscuits one tin 

jam between four men. 

Wednesday 14
th
 April 

Raining. Zonnenbeck??? Very 

pleasant scene outside dug out. 

Soldiers graves and plenty of 

shells coming over to keep you 

awake. Paraded at 7 o/c for the 

trenches. Got to trench 4 o/c. At 

this trench they fire bombs that 

explode when they hit the 

ground. Night time they look like 

a sausage burning. Day time the 

same only black. If you can 

judge near enough where they 

are going to fall get away as 

quick as you can or you get 

blown to pieces. 

Thursday 15
th
 April 

In trench at Zonnenbeck??? 

German line about 20/30 yards 

away. Played cards under shell 

fire. One peace came between 

me and the sergeant. Done no 

damage. Heavy shellfire all 

afternoon (more casualties). 

Orders enemy lining up behind 

there trenches. Had to stand all 

night. 

Friday 16
th
 April 

Still in trench. Shell fire for 

breakfast. Came off guard at  
7 o/c. Laid down for a couple of 

hours sleep. Breakfast piece of 

stale bread week old and some 

biscuits and some tea we made. 

Shelled all afternoon 

(casualties). One piece hit me on 

the hat. No damage. Still 

laughing. Some awfull sights. 

Some of the poor chaps blown to 

pieces. Friday night raining all 

night. 

Saturday 17
th
 April 

Still in trench. More casualties. 

Awfull sights. Shelled with hand 

grenades and bombs. Fine day. 

Severe shell fire all afternoon. 

Plenty of sausages over. One of 

the gunners hit in the hand by a 

piece of shell leaving 5 and 

sergeant. Heavy firing all night. 

Sunday 18
th
 April 

Sunday morning attacked 

Germans. Heavy shell and rifle 

fire. Sound of guns and shells 

bursting awfull. Lasted nearly an 

hour. Covered in sand and dirt. 

Another gunner hit in the head 

not serious. Worst Sunday I have 

had????? Quiet afternoon. 

Monday 19
th
 April 

Relieved from trench Sunday 

night 10 o/c. L to L and PC. Got 

to billet 8 mile away (St Jean) 

2 o/c. Glad to get a lie down 

although it was only a blanket 

and in a barn. What a relief to 

get putties and boots off. Got up 

10 o/c Monday morning. Posted 

letter H, Jim, Joe Hartley??? and 

L. Received none in mail this 
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time. Posted L to L. ??Hartley 

and ??? Had a good nights rest. 

Parade at 6 o/c. Carrying 

wire ???? to trenches. Back at 

2 o/c. 

Tuesday 20
th
 April 

Still in barn at St Jean. Parade 

7 o/c. Physical drill. Breakfast 

piece of boiled bacon, tea and 

bread. Might be lucky and get a 

bit of fat. Parade 9 o/c drill order. 

Dinner bully stew. Parade drill 

order 2 o/c. Tea and any bread 

you left from break. Parade at 

6 o/c for trench digging. Back at 

1.30. 

Wednesday 21
st
 April 

Still in barn. Raining in morning. 

L to L. Parade at 7 o/c. Physical 

drill. Breakfast bread and jam 

1 loaf between 3. Parade 9 o/c. 

Drill order. Dinner stew bully 

beef and potatoes a change. 

Parade 2 o/c. Drill order. Tea 

anything you have left from 

break or what you like to buy. 

Digging dugout outside billet till 

about 7 o/c. 

Thursday 22
nd

 April 
L to L and PC. No early morning 

parade. Breakfast tea bread and 

butter 2 tins between 40 men. 

Parade 9 o/c for digging dugouts 

outside billet in case shelled. 

Dinner bully stew. Paraded 6 o/c 

for trenches but did not go as 

Germans was breaking through 

lines. Had to go to help all night. 

We were stopping at different 

places round Ypres. 

Friday 23rdApril 
This morning we had to advance 

across open country in broad 

daylight. It was a hard job 

running across ploughed fields 

with the gun and parts. Our poor 

chaps was going down on each 

side of us but we could not stop 

to help them. We lost three off 

the gun, sargeant and 2 men. 

When we got to the first trench, 

a ditch half full orf water, our 

company was all mixed up and 

lost. We stayed in the trench for 

the rest of the day under heavy 

shell fire. Lost over half of our 

Batt. in the advance. 

Saturday 24
th
 April 

Came out early this morning. Go 

back to the village of St Jean. 

Had something to eat and a 

drop of warm tea. What a god 

send. How I prayed to God for 

my safety through all of this. The 

poor chaps are properly done up 

laying in open field all night as 

reserve. Raining all night. 

Sunday 25
th
 April 

PC H and L. Heavy artillery fire 

started early Sunday morning. 

Kept up all day. Still in open 

field. Our Batt. in the advance. 
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Very unlucky lost nearly all the 

NCOs killed and wounded. Our 

colonel was a very brave man. 

He lead us until he lost his life. 

Still heavy bombardment going 

on today. 

Monday 26
th
 April 

Monday and we are still in the 

open field. Shells flying all 

around. Plenty of colonial troops 

for reinforcing coming up now 

and some calvery and lancers 

coming up under heavy shell fire. 

We shifted from the field to the 

surport trenches at night. 

Tuesday 27
th
 April 

In trench all night. Heavy shell 

fire. Bombardment on all day. 

Shells bursting all around us. 

Left trench about 7 o/c for 

another surport trench nearer 

firing line. Had to dig ourselves 

in. Stayed there all night. Had to 

scrounge about for food. Eating 

Indian food we found still in 

trench. 

Wednesday 28
th
 April 

Still in trench. Shifted again 

about midday to a ploughed 

field. Dug our selves in again 

being shelled all around. All this 

time on bully beef and biscuits 

and water. Changed my shirt and 

pants in this field because the 

others was to lively. Got clean 

change of out of pack in the field. 

Into fire trench at night. 

Thursday 29
th
 April 

Still in trench. 

Friday 30
th
 April 

Still in trench. 
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The author is not known. 

Imagine that you had won the 

following “Prize” in a contest: 

Each morning your bank would 

deposit £86,400 in your private 

account for your use.  
However, this prize has rules: 
1 Everything that you didn't 

spend during each day would be 

taken away from you. 
2 You may not simply transfer 

money into some other account.  
3 You may only spend it. 
4 Each morning upon 

awakening, the bank opens your 

account with another £86,400 for 

that day. 
5 The bank can end the game 

without warning; at any time it 

can say, "Game Over!". It can 

close the account and you will 

not receive a new one. 
What would you personally do? 

You would buy anything and 

everything you wanted right? Not 

only for yourself, but for all the 

people you love and care for. 

Even for people you don't know, 

because you couldn't possibly 

spend it all on yourself, right? 
You would try to spend every 

penny, and use it all, because 

you knew it would be 

replenished in the morning, 

right? 
Actually, This Game is Real ... 

Shocked ??? YES! 

Each of us is already a winner of 

this “Prize”. We just can't seem 

to see it. 
The Prize is “Time” 
1 Each morning we awaken to 

receive 86,400 seconds as a gift 

of life. 
2 And when we go to sleep at 

night, any remaining time is Not 

credited to us. 
3 What we haven't used up that 

day is forever lost. 
4 Yesterday is forever gone. 
5 Each morning the account is 

refilled, but the bank can 

dissolve your account at any 

time without warning... 
So, what will you do with your 

86,400 seconds? 
Those seconds are worth so 

much more than the same 

amount in pounds. Think about it 

and remember to enjoy every 

second of your life, because time 

races by so much quicker than 

you think. 
So take care of yourself, be 

happy, love deeply and enjoy life! 
Here's wishing you a wonderful 

and beautiful day. Start 

"spending"....  

“Don't Complain About Growing 

Old...!” 
Some people don't get the 

privilege! David Farrar 

The Magic Bank Account 
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Grexit 
Explanation of the Greek Bailout! 
It is a slow day in a little Greek 

Village. The rain is beating down 

and the streets are deserted. 

Times are tough, everybody is in 

debt, and everybody lives on 

credit. 
On this particular day a rich 

German tourist is driving through 

the village, stops at the local 

hotel and lays a €100 note on 

the desk, telling the hotel owner 

he wants to inspect the rooms 

upstairs in order to pick one to 

spend the night. The owner gives 

him some keys and, as soon as 

the visitor has walked upstairs, 

the hotelier grabs the €100 note 

and runs next door to pay his 

debt to the butcher. The butcher 

takes the €100 note and runs 

down the street to repay his debt 

to the pig farmer. The pig farmer 

takes the €100 note and heads 

off to pay his bill at the supplier 

of feed and fuel. The guy at the 

Farmers' Co-op takes the €100 

note and runs to pay his drinks 

bill at the taverna. The publican 

slips the money along to the 

local prostitute drinking at the 

bar, who has also been facing 

hard times and has had to offer 

him ‘services’ on credit. The 

hooker then rushes to the hotel 

and pays off her room bill to the 

hotel owner with the €100 note. 

The hotel proprietor then places 

the €100 note back on the 

counter so the rich traveller will 

not suspect anything. 
At that moment the traveller 

comes down the stairs, picks up 

the €100 note, states that the 

rooms are not satisfactory, 

pockets the money, and leaves 

town. 
No one produced anything.  
No one earned anything. 
However, the whole village is 

now out of debt and looking to 

the future with a lot more 

optimism. 
And that, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

is how the bailout package 

works. 
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UP from David Farrar 
One word in the English 

language that can be a noun, 

verb, adj, adv, prep. 

Be sure to Read until the end 
... you'll laugh. 

This two-letter word in English 

has more meanings than any 

other two-letter word, and that 

word is 'UP.' It is listed in the 

dictionary as an [adv], [prep], 

[adj], [n] or [v]. 
It's easy to understand UP, 

meaning toward the sky or at the 

top of the list, but when we 

awaken in the morning, why do 

we wake UP? 
At a meeting, why does a topic 

come UP? Why do we speak UP, 

and why are the officers UP for 

election and why is it UP to the 

secretary to write UP a report? 

We call UP our friends, brighten 

UP a room, polish UP the silver, 

warm UP the leftovers and clean 

UP the kitchen. We lock UP the 

house and fix UP the old car. 
At other times, this little word has 

real special meaning. People stir 

UP trouble, line UP for tickets, 

work UP an appetite, and think 

UP excuses. 
To be dressed is one thing but to 

be dressed UP is special. 
And this UP is confusing: A drain 

must be opened UP because it is 

stopped UP. 

We open UP a store in the 

morning but we close it UP at 

night. We seem to be pretty 

mixed UP about UP! 
To be knowledgeable about the 

proper uses of UP, look UP the 

word UP in the dictionary. In a 

desk-sized dictionary, it takes 

UP almost 1/4 of the page and 

can add UP to about thirty 

definitions. 
If you are UP to it, you might try 

building UP a list of the many 

ways UP is used. It will take UP 

a lot of your time, but if you don't 

give UP, you may wind UP with a 

hundred or more. 
When it threatens to rain, we say 

it is clouding UP. When the sun 

comes out, we say it is clearing 

UP. When it rains, it soaks 

UP the earth. When it does not 

rain for awhile, things dry UP. 

One could go on and on, but I'll 

wrap it UP, for now ... my time is 

UP! 

Oh ... one more thing: What is 

the first thing you do in the 

morning and the last thing you 

do at night? 
U 
P! 
Did that one crack you UP? 
Don't screw UP. Send this on to 

everyone you look UP in your 

address book  
... or not ... it's UP to you. 
Now I'll shut UP! 
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Essex is rich with historic 

churches, and St Andrews, in 

particular, is a remarkable Grade 

II* listed building. Situated at the 

heart of the village surrounded 

by a variety of mature trees and 

overlooking the village green, it 

has served as a focus of village 

life for 900 years. During that 

time it has been improved and 

extended many times, resulting 

in a church full of contrasting 

features which somehow 

manage to blend into an 

attractive and coherent whole. 

Externally, the simple flint and 

rubble 12
th
 century nave and 

chancel are complemented by a 

16
th
 century brick tower and 

porch which are of a very high 

quality. Internally, the chancel 

was lengthened in the 13
th
 

century, and the nave widened in 

the 14
th
 century. The original 

lancet windows have gone, 

replaced over the centuries by 

much larger windows. As a result 

of all these changes the church 

feels spacious and is surprisingly 

bright. There is an unusual 

wooden pulpit created in the 15
th
 

century and a beautifully carved 

lectern which was donated to St 

Andrews by Queens College 

Cambridge in 1892. The glorious 

colours of the 1920's stained 

glass in the east window light up 

the church. 

We became interested in 

churches as a kind of by-product 

of our love for the Essex 

countryside. For several years 

we have run the completely free 

Essex Walks website 

(www.essexwalks.com) detailing 

walking routes all over the 

county, complete with directions, 

maps, helpful photographs and 

some historical information. The 

history section often included 

information on the various 

ancient parish churches along 

the route. After a while we came 

to realise that the churches were 

fascinating in their own right, not 

just as a point of interest along a 

walk, and so we began to look at 

then more fully. 

A popular local walk is the 

Centenary Circle, a 21-mile 

circular walk around Chelmsford 

which passes St Andrews. When 

we began creating 3D 

panoramas (sometimes called 

"photospheres") of churches at 

the start of this year, we realised 

that St Andrews' interesting mix 

of styles and light, airy interior 

made it a prime candidate. You 

can see the results at 

www.essexwalks.com/360pano/

St Andrew's, Sandon – 3D Panoramas 
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sandon/church.html or by 

following the link from the church 

website, www.sandon-
church.info. 

The variety in style and form, 

size and light in old Essex 

churches is vast. From the clean, 

awe-inspiring lines of some of 

the larger 14
th
 century buildings, 

to the homely simplicity of tiny 

Norman village churches, each 

church has its own story to tell. 

Wonderful craftsmanship can be 

seen in beautiful medieval wall 

paintings, magnificent alabaster 

memorials, and elegant wooden 

ceilings preserved within the 

buildings. We became intrigued, 

and embarked on a project to 

photograph all the old Essex 

churches. More recently we have 

also been creating 

photospheres, where possible. 

Photospheres are produced by 

taking a series of photographs – 

several each of front and back, 

left and right, up and down – and 

stitching them together using 

specific software to create a 

virtual sphere. Normal photos 

show just a single viewpoint 

while photospheres allow you to 

freely look up, down, and all 

around to explore the entire 

scene, and move from scene to 

scene in a virtual internet tour. 

Many thanks to Terry Brown, 

Priest-in-Charge, for believing in 

open churches, to Richard, for 

being enthusiastic about the 

project and providing the links, 

and to Ron Woods for providing 

the background organ music. 

Godfrey & Carol, 'Essex Walks'. 
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Do you shop online? 
Help to raise money for St 
Andrew’s shopping online 
If you shop online there’s now an 

easy and free way for you to 
support St Andrew’s. 
We’ve teamed up with ‘easy fund 
raising’ who provide a shopping 
directory listing some of your 
favourite online stores. 
Hundreds of popular 
retailers are 
participating including 
Argos, Next, 
Debenhams, John 
Lewis, Toys R Us, 
M&S and over 2000 
others.  
All you need to do is go 
to the church website  
(www.sandon-
church.info) and use the 
link ‘Click for Easy Fund 
Raising’ to sign up. The 
retailer will then give St Andrew's 
up to 15% of every purchase you 
make – it’s that simple! 
It doesn’t cost a penny extra to 
shop and raise funds in this way, 
and you can even save money 
as many retailers give exclusive 
discounts, special offers and 
even 'e-vouchers' exclusive to 
‘easy fund raising’. 
Follow the instructions below to 
find out how. 
 

It's as easy as 1-2-3: 
1. Go to  
www.sandon-church.info use the 
link to register for FREE!  
2. Once you are registered, use 
the links on the ‘easy fund 
raising’ site to go to your 
favourite online shops and shop 
in the usual way.  
3. Every time you shop online, 
go to www.sandon-church.info to 
go to the easy fund raising 
website and use their links to 

visit your favourite 
shops.  

Let's say you want to 

buy a pair of shoes 

from John Lewis. 

Instead of going to 

johnlewis.com directly, 

you first go to 

easyfundraising.org.uk. 
From the ‘easy fund 

raising’ site, click 

through to John Lewis 

to make your 

purchase. This tells 

John Lewis you came from ‘easy 

fund raising’. The price of the 

shoes is exactly the same. 
After you buy your shoes, John 

Lewis will give you a cash 

reward that you can turn into a 

donation for your good cause. 

‘Easy fund raising’ collect this 

and send it on at no extra cost. 

Happy Shopping! 
Nick Bobeldijk PCC Treasurer 

The roof in need 
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Plot to Pot 

‘Flowers always make people 

better, happier and more helpful; 

they are sunshine, food and 

medicine to the soul.’ Luther 

Burbank  

Dahlia 
Flower 

Meaning – 
Forever thine 

Dahlias are an 

old fashioned 

garden flower 

which is 

currently 

enjoying a 

renaissance. 

The flower 

heads range 

from tiny 

pompoms to 

large cactus 

and water lily 

flower types. 

They are bold 

and bright and 

cheer up the 

autumn garden, flowering from 

late June to early December. The 

colour range is wide from white 

to deep burgundy with the 

exception of only green and 

blue. The cut stems are ideal for 

hand tied bunches and low table 

arrangements. 

Dahlias are tender tubers. Dry, 

dormant tubers can be 

purchased from late winter and 

need to be stored in a light, frost 

free place until it is time to plant 

them into pots. Better quality, 

stockier plants will flower longer 

and later into the year if planted 

and allowed to 

sprout in late 

spring. The 

single flower 

varieties can 

be grown from 

seed as a half-
hardy annual. 

There are so 

many varieties 

to choose 

from but the 

Karma series 

are the best 

for cut flowers. 

Plant the 

Dahlia tubers 

in late March 

to early April in 

2 litre pots 

using moist 

multipurpose compost. Place the 

pots in a light, frost free place.  

Later planting can take place 

directly into the ground once the 

risk of frost diminishes. Protect 

the plant with a mulch of garden 

compost or some horticultural 

fleece. 
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Once the shoots begin to grow, 

pinch out the tips using either a 

sharp knife or fingers. This will 

encourage side shoots to 

develop and provide cuttings to 

propagate more plants. The 

cuttings should be 5-6cm (2”) in 

length and remove most of the 

leaves so just the top two leaves 

remain. Prepare a pot of moist, 

gritty compost and insert the 

cuttings around the edge of the 

pot. It is important that the 

cuttings do not touch each other. 

Put the pot inside a polythene 

bag and it is a best to put some 

short canes in the pot to keep 

the polythene from touching the 

cuttings. Place in a frost free, 

light position and the cuttings 

should root within a month. Once 

rooted, pot up into individual 

pots. 

Dahlias prefer fertile, well-
drained soil in full sun. Prepare 

holes to plant the dahlias 75cm 

(30”) apart. Place some compost 

in the bottom of each hole and 

water generously before planting 

the dahlia plants. Stake each 

plant. Feed with a balanced 

liquid fertiliser regularly. Once 

the flowers appear, pick 

regularly, otherwise dead head 

to prolong the flowering period. 

Vigilance against slugs and 

snails will be needed from the 

moment they are planted and 

especially during warm, wet 

weather. Earwigs can be 

controlled by placing upside 

down straw filled flower pots on 

canes throughout the border. 

The experts are divided as to 

whether to dig up the tubers at 

the end of the season or leave in 

the ground. They are relatively 

cheap and easy to replace, so 

take a chance and leave them 

in. Cut the stems down to 15cm 

(6”). Mulch by filling a large 30 

cm (12”) flower pot with garden 

compost and emptying it into a 

mound on top of the tuber. 

Dahlias are the national flower of 

Mexico. They were cultivated by 

the Aztecs for food as well as for 

their flowers. 
Lesley Worboys 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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Jesus is Alive! 
Early on the first Easter morning 

Mary Magdalene and some other 

women went to the tomb where 

Jesus had been buried. When 

they reached the tomb it was 

open, the big stone that had 

sealed the entrance was rolled 

away - and it was empty! They 

thought that someone had stolen 

Jesus’ body but an angel told 

Mary what had really happened, 

that Jesus was alive! 
The disciples were all together 

when Mary arrived back with her 

news and told them what had 

happened, but they wouldn’t 

believe her. They were confused 

and afraid. Sometimes we say, ‘I 

can’t believe it’ if someone tells 

us really good news. We say, ‘I’ll 

believe it when I see it with my 

own eyes’ and that is what the 

disciples said. And when they 

saw the risen Jesus they 

believed. Read about what 

happened that first Easter Day in 

the four Gospels. And what is the 

next thing that you do when you 

hear good news? You want to 

share it with someone else. 

Share the Good News with 

someone this Easter! 

Spread the News 
One way you can pass the good 

news on is to send Easter cards. 

You could make some of these 

Easter egg cards (the egg is a 

symbol of new life which is why 

we have eggs at Easter). You will 

need 
• a strip of thin card about 

10cm by 30cm 
• another piece of coloured card 

for the egg about 9cm by 12cm 
• felt tip pens 
• a ruler, scissors and a glue stick. 

Fold the long strip of 

card in half and then 

each half back on 

itself to make a W shape. 

Draw an egg shape on the 

coloured card and cut round it. 

Cut the egg in half with a jagged 

edge and stick it onto the folded 

card as shown. Decorate it and 

write your message inside - you 

could even draw a fluffy yellow 

chick inside the egg.  
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2
nd

 Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4

th
 Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


